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4. 



This written opinion is the first drawn up by this International Preliminary Examining Authority. 
This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion / 
Priority 

Non-esiabllshment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of mventbn 



1 




II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



''^^C' 17 2003 



or*- 



Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventfv^ ll^iSndtiit?^l^plicabnitv 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ' ^ ^ ^ 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects In the International application 

Certain obsen^ations on the (nternatlonal application ^Offi 



3. The applicant is hereby Invited to reply to this opinion. 



When? 

How? 

Also: 



^^Z^^^^^^^J^^^^^^^ '^^^ applicant may. before the expiration of that time limit, 
request this Authority to gram an extension, soo Rulo 66.2(d). 

^^^"^^ accompanied, where appropriate, by amendmente. according to Rule $6.3. 
For the form and the language of the amendmenfi?., see Rules 66.8 and 66.9. 

For an addltlortai opportunity to submit amendments, see Rule 66.4. 

For the examlner*s obligation to consider amendnients and/br arguments, see Rule 66 4 bis 

For an informal communication with the examiner, see Rule 66.6. 




If no reply Is filed, the international preliminary examlnaUon repon will be established on the basis of this opinion. 

The final dale by which the international preliminary 
examination report must be established according to RUIe 69.2 is; 



Name and matfing address of the International 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent orrice 
D-a0298 Munich 

Tel. -^49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: ^9 89 2399 - 4465 




Form PCT^PEA/40e (Cover Sheet) (Janua^f 1994) 



Authorized Officer 



Formalities officer (Incl. extension of time limits) 

fpinazar, P 

Telephone rJo. -f49 69 2399-8131 
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WRITTEN OPINION . International application No. PCT/US02AH 723 



I. Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this opinion as "originally filed"): 



Description, Pages 

1-16 as published 

Claims, Numbers 

1-12 as published 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements markeii above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the internationai application was fi«ed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: . which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andADr 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and^r amino acid sequence disclosed In the international application, the 
international preliminaiy examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form, 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. ' 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form* 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. TTie amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: ' 

□ the drawings, sheets: ' 

5- □ This opinion has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as jfiled (Rule 70.2(c)). 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: ! 

• « 
V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(il) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

» 

1. Statement * 
Novelty (N) Claims 



Form PCT>IPEA/408 (July 1999) 
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Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Form PCT^PEA/4oe (July 1999) 



LL, c\jvo a; U4AM 

r. »^ 
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2. 



Dl: US-A-3 640 791 
D2: JP-A-07 008 892 
D3: EP-A-1 065 297 

I7^,^n T °^ f^'" ""t" the basic idaa of 

silent about this. However, the apDlicatlon of hlVt^t ?^ ^ 

fixing coating materials fse^ea m ^"""9 ^nd 

.s not base/on an ^e^^: sTep'^'L^^Tr^^^^^^ m:eUh^ 7"" ^"^^ ^'^""^ ' 
33(3) PCT. '"^^^ requirements of Art. 

Tja^fore, «,e dependent c,a,n,s Co no. ™ee. *e re^u.^:™:^, Ar,. 33(3), 



PCT/Separate Shootf408 (Shoet 1) (EPOAprll 1997) 



